Tech Committee Meeting

December 6, 2013

14:00

	Attendees:
	Ron Harris
Tom Linville
Thomas Lösch
Terry Flynn


 

 Technical committee procedures:
	Proposal for handling issues rather than resolving them in the meeting
	It was agreed that we would assign any questions that couldn't be agreed upon quickly to one of the Tech Committee member to research and provide a recommendation for a subsequent meeting.

	Minutes of meeting and where we can store them so they are accessible
	Minutes will be taken for these committee meetings, and stored on the J22 class website.

 

	Where to document our decisions and updated rules or clarifications
	Ron to talk to Chris Howell to find out how we can do this and from where they would be accessible on the website. Forum seemed to be a possibility.

	Lack of a representative from the license holder on our committee
	Terry to follow up with Jeff Johnstone. 

 

Ron to send a copy of any correspondence with Jeff to Terry first.


Rules to evaluate:
	Electronic devices 
	Do we want to develop a specific rule for how to handle all current and future electronic devices like Garmin Quatix, Velocitek ProStart, Sailing Tactician, etc….?

Much debate on whether we should create some sort of specification of what type of compass is allowed, and what isn't. Currently, the ones that are allowed are listed on the J22.org site under Class Office/Technical Rules.

 

Reasons for looking into this:

Some classes allow pro starts, etc.. 

Someone had polled the class and most people didn't want the added cost.

It was noted that Prostarts don't seem to reduce number of general recalls.

Sounds like we need a better definition of what compass specs are valid and what are not.

Tom did create a new rule that was not allowed by ISAF. Tom to circulate to us.

General agreement that we don't want to allow the ability to have the compass determine the distance from the start line or from a mark, and we don't want to allow VMG calculations.

Ron to come up with a view to more clearly define this based on Tom's previous attempt at this.

	What masts are allowed?
	Do we want to make this a better defined process so that we aren’t debating new masts as they arrive at regattas?

Doesn't seem to be documented, but license holder can state who the valid suppliers are.  Mast builder has to be approved by J Boats.

 

We don't have access to builders' specs. Need to evaluate if we can get access.

Terry to send official to J Boats asking who  is approved for boats, masts booms, sails, and how will they notify class of their approval.

	Current approved mast suppliers (we believe)
	Hall spars

Sparcraft

Sparloft NZ

	Clear specification of corrector weight placement
	It was noted that there is a difference between how the rule reads and how the measurement certificate used at the Newport Worlds reads. The Class Rules are clear and correct and specifies the placement of the corrector weights and the need to split them to meet the total weight required. 

 

Terry noted that the version on the web site already states this.  So there is no issue with this.

	Spreader dimensions 
	Do we want to specify dimensions for spreaders?

It was noted that, as it stands now, if they come from a specified supplier then they are legal. 

 

Thomas has seen differences of 1 - 2" in old and new Hall spreaders. Thomas to provide details to Terry

 

Terry to include in his note to Jeff J to ask what J Boats is stating to builders.

	Better definition of heaving line vs. towing line
	It was noted that the rule, as currently defined, does not state any diameter or strength requirements. As a result, people were measuring in at the Worlds with line very unsafe for towing.

 

It was agreed that we would recommend this rule be dropped in the next edition of our class rules. It should be up to regatta organizers to decide if they want to include it as part of the NOR or SIs. 

	Review of the rules that were not allowed, or were changed, by ISAF.
	Tom Linville to send copies to us of rules as the class had wanted them and what had to be changed for our review.

 

Will be discussed further at next committee meeting.

	Put rules in more ISAF format for next edition.
	Ron to get ISAF recommendations for rule formats. Todd Hiller was go between with ISAF - Ron to talk to Todd.


	Next meeting
	Late February, date and time to be confirmed.


